Origin of the Vedanta.

outline of the Vedanta Philosophy I have far
higher objects In view. I wish to claim the
sympathy not only of your mind, but of your
heart for the profoundest thoughts of Indian
thinkers about the soul. After all, I doubt
whether the soul has really lost with all of us
that charm which It exercised on ancient thinkers.
We still say, * What shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul ?' And how can we even claim to have
a soul to lose, If we do not know what we mean
by soul. But if It seem strange to you that the
old Indian philosophers should have known more
about the soul than Greek or Mediaeval or
modern philosophers, let us remember that how-
ever much the telescopes for observing the stars
of heaven have been improved, the observatories
of the soul have remained much the same, for
I cannot convince myself that the observations
now made in the so-called physico-psychological
laboratories of Germany, however Interesting to
physiologists,, would have proved of much help
to our Vedanta philosophers. The rest and peace
which are required for deep thought or for ac-